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“ It  is  a pleasant  story  that  we,  forsooth,  who  are  the  only  imperfect 
creatures  in  the  universe,  are  the  only  beings  that  will  not  allow  of 
imperfection.  Somebody  has  taken  notice,  that  we  stand  in  the  middle 
of  existences,  and  are  by  this  one  circumstance  the  most  unhappy  of  all 
others.  The  brutes  are  guided  by  instinct,  and  know  no  sorrow ; the 
angels  have  knowledge,  and  they  are  happy ; but  men  are  governed  by 
opinion,  which  is  I know  not  what  mixture  of  instinct  and  knowledge,  and 
are  neither  indolent  nor  happy.  It  is  very  observable,  that  critics  are  a 
people  between  the  learned  and  the  ignorant,  and  by  that  situation  enjoy 
the  tranquillity  of  neither.  As  critics  stand  among  men,  so  do  men  in 
general  between  brutes  and  angels.  Thus  every  man,  as  he  is  a critic  and  a 
coxcomb,  until  improved  by  reason  and  speculation,  is  ever  forgetting 
himself,  and  laying  open  the  faults  of  others.” 

“ The  Taller.” 
RICHARD  STEELE. 


Lov.  “ Speak  your  doubts  and  fears. 

Since  you  will  nourish  them,  in  plainer  language, 
That  I may  understand  them  ” 


Lov.  “ Suspend 
Your  judgment  till  the  trial.” 


“ A new  way  to  pay  old  debts.” 
PHILIP  MASSINGER. 
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I have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Cambridge  (Urban  District  Council)  my 
Twenty-third  Annual  Report,  containing  the  Tables  of 
Vital  Statistics,  with  Notes  thereupon,  and  the  Sanitary 
History  of  the  year  1897. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


REPORT. 


Vital  Statistics. 

In  regard  to  the  estimate  of  the  population  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  I think  it  well  to  adhere  to  the 
principles  enunciated  in  my  Report  for  the  year  1893. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  is  939,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  of  23*6  per  1,000  living  per  annum.  The 
birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is 
given  at  29*7  in  the  Report  of  the  Registrar-General. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  is  551,  equal  to 
a death-rate  of  13*8  per  1,000  living  per  annum.  After 
making  the  usual  corrections,  as  indicated  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Table  IV.,  the  total  number  of  deaths  properly 
belonging  to  the  district  is  found  to  be  507,  or  49  less 
than  the  corresponding  number  in  1896,  and  the  death- 
rate  1 2*7.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  A ales  for 

the  same  period  is  given  at  17*4. 

If  the  population  of  Cambridge  were  known  to  be  constituted 
in  regard  to  age  and  sex  distribution  exactly  as  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  these  rates  would  be  fairly  comparable, 
but  in  view  of  the  frequently  occurring  very  low  “crude” 
death-rates  and  the  obvious  fact  “that  a town,  a large 
proportion  of  whose  inhabitants  were  at  the  most  viable  age, 
would  have  a lower  death-rate  than  a town  equally  healthy,  but 
one  in  which  the  ages  of  the  people  were  less  favourable  to 
long  life  ; just  as  it  would  be  if  the  town  had  a much  larger 
population  of  females  than  the  other,”  I think  it  is  desirable 
to  take  this  occasion  to  test  the  conditions  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  method. 

To  make  this  point  clear  I append  a table  extracted  from 
the  Supplement  to  the  Registrar  General’s  fifty-fifth  Annual 
Report  (1895)  which  I have  applied  to  the  instance  of  Cambridge  ; 
whereby  it  appears  that  the  calculated  number  of  deaths  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  deaths  at  the  several  age  periods  will 
be  in  the  same  ratio  as  during  the  decennium  1881  — 1890 
would  be  695*92,  therefore  taking  the  ratio  of  the  published 
standard  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  this  decennial 
period  (19*08)  to  the  standard  death-rate  for  Cambridge  (18*81) 
a factor  of  correction  is  obtained  of  1*014,  whence  it  follows  the 


Estimate  of 
Population. 


Birth  -rate. 


Death-rate. 


Factor  of 
Correction. 
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Zymotic 

Mortality. 


Influenza. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


corrected  death-rate  for  Cambridge  is  12-87,  indicating  that  the 
death-rate  of  Cambridge  is  not  so  much  influenced  by  differ- 
ences in  the  constituents  of  the  population  as  by  its  natural 
advantages. 


Ages. 

Mean  Annual  Death-rate 
for  England  & Wales, 
1881-90. 

Population  of 
Cambridge  in  1891. 

Calculated  Number 
of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Under  5 

61*69 

5 1 '99 

2,092 

1,966 

12905 

I02‘2I 

5 to  10 

5’34 

5‘25 

*.9^5 

U973 

IO‘49 

IO*35 

10  to  15 

2-94 

3*09 

2,024 

2,124 

5' 95 

6*56 

1 5 to  20 

4*3° 

4*40 

I>923 

2>3°9 

8*26 

10-15 

20  to  25 

5'7J 

5-5i 

1,564 

1,983 

8-93 

10*92 

25  to  35 

773 

7’34 

2.357 

2,976 

18*21 

21*84 

35  to  45 

12-35 

IO‘55 

I*93I 

2?4I5 

23-84 

2547 

45  t0  55 

19-28 

I5'°4 

M54 

1,815 

28-04 

27-27 

55  to  65 

34-66 

28*40 

868 

1,260 

30-08 

3578 

65  to  75 

70*17 

60*08 

529 

839 

37-n 

50-40 

75&upwds. 

162-18 

I47'32 

219 

397 

35'5X 

59-48 

Totals 

16,926 

20,057 

335'47 

360-45 

The  deaths  due  to  the  chief  Zymotic  Diseases 
include  1 from  Diphtheria , 3 from  Whooping  Cough , 
8 from  Enteric  Fever , 1 from  Continued  Fever , 24  from 
Diarrhoea  (all  under  5 years  of  age) — total  37,  equal  to 
a death-rate  for  these  diseases  of  0’93  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum,  which  is  0'26  lower  than  in  1896. 

Influenza  has  contributed  five  deaths  to  the  general 
total  of  mortality. 

Infantile  mortality  is  represented  by  a ratio  of  133 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  registered  births. 

The  comparative  statistics  for  the  two  areas 
respectively  into  which  I find  it  convenient  to  divide 
the  district,  after  distributing  the  deaths  in  the 
Workhouse,  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  and  the  County 
Lunatic  Asylum,  according  to  the  population,  are 
appended  in  the  following  table: — 
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District. 

Deaths 

Begis- 

tered. 

Share 

ofW.H. 

A.H. 

County 
A sylum 

Total. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

S.  Andrew’s-the-Less 
Registration  Sub-District.  . . 

296 

2 9 

31 

7 

393 

27-5 

127 

Remaining  three 
Sub-Districts 

Il6 

12 

12 

4 

144 

I3-9 

12-6 

Entire  District 

412 

41 

43 

1 1 

5°7 

23-6 

127 

Disease  Incidence . 

On  November  14,  a case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified, 
but  the  circumstances  of  the  case  appeared  to  me 
so  inconsistent  with  probability,  that  I sought  an 
interview  with  the  medical  attendant,  and  having 
obtained  his  assent  to  a clinical  examination  of  the 
case  by  myself  and  another  medical  man,  the  case  was 
conclusively  shown  to  be  not  one  of  Small  Pox,  and  the 
notification  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

With  the  exception  of  the  months  of  March,  April, 
and  July,  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  present  more  or  less 
continuously  during  the  year,  but  not  nearly  to  so 
great  an  extent  as  obtained  in  the  year  1896.  The 
period  of  greatest  incidence  was  in  November,  during 
which  month  seventeen  cases  were  notified ; the  next 
highest  month  was  August,  when  eleven  cases  were  noti- 
fied. Out  of  the  forty-two  cases  which  occurred  from  the 
beginning  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  year,  twenty-nine 
cases  in  seventeen  households  occurred  in  Mill  Road 
and  the  streets  abutting  thereon;  in  each  instance  one  or 
more  of  the  children  of  the  affected  households  attended 
one  or  other  of  the  St.  Philip’s  Boys,  Catharine  Street 
Girls’ and  Infants’  Schools.  It  seems  probable  on  this  and 
other  evidence  that  school  assemblage  had  a determining 
influence  in  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Six  cases  in  five 


Small  Pox, 


Scarlatina. 
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Diphtheria. 


Typhoid 

Fever. 


households,  which  occurred  in  January,  August,  and 
December,  could  be  distinctly  traced  to  infection  outside 
the  district.  Seventeen  cases  in  twelve  households, 
which  occurred  during  the  months  of  January,  February, 
March,  June,  November,  and  December,  were  scattered 
generally  over  the  area  of  the  town,  with  the  exception 
of  “Castle  End,'  and  had  no  interdependence,  and 
could  not  be  traced  to  pre-existing  cases. 

There  have  been  fourteen  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  (one  fatal)  during  the  year,  all  widely  dis- 
tributed both  in  regard  to  time  and  place,  and,  there- 
fore, not  of  epidemic  character  ; in  fact  it  may  be  stated 
that  this  disease  has  never,  within  my  knowledge, 
been  epidemic  in  Cambridge.  In  six  cases  the 
inception  of  the  disease  occurred  outside  the 
district  ; one  of  the  imported  cases  occurred  at 
a boarding  school,  but  the  precautions  taken  were 
happily  successful,  and  no  extension  of  the  disease 
amongst  the  resident  pupils  occurred.  Of  the  re- 
maining eight  cases,  twro  were  country  patients  treated 
in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  ; in  six  instances,  except 
sanitary  defects  complained  of,  no  satisfactory  cause 
could  be  discovered. 

Typhoid  Fever  has  been  present  during  each  month 
of  the  year,  seventy-five  cases  in  fifty-three  house- 
holds having  been  notified  ; the  period  of  greatest 
incidence  being  in  the  latter  five  months  of  the  year, 
especially  in  August,  when  twenty  cases  were 
notified,  the  next  highest  being  October,  when  twelve 
cases  were  notified.  The  cases  may  be  thrown  into 
several  groups  ; the  first  group  includes  nineteen 
cases  in  seventeen  households  pretty  widely  distributed 
over  the  Borough  area,  in  regard  to  which  sanitary 
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defects  within  the  curtilage  of  the  houses  were  more  or 
less  indicated,  and  no  history  of  specific  infection  could 
be  traced.  Four  cases  were  attributed  by  the  house- 
holders to  effluvia  from  the  manholes,  but  this  is  not 
at  all  a likely  cause,  and,  moreover,  other  more 
likely  causes  were  discoverable  ; in  all  these  there  were 
bad  sanitary  conditions  in  the  households,  and  in  one 
the  additional  possible  cause  of  consumption  of  raw 
mussels.  Six  cases  in  six  households  were  clearly 
ascertained  to  have  been  imported  from  more  or  less 
distant  places.  Nine  cases  were  notified  from  Adden- 
brooke’s  Hospital  ; two  were  members  of  the  staff,  and 
and  seven  were  patients  moved  from  the  rural  districts 
for  treatment.  Two,  and  possibly  three  of  the  cases 
may  be  fairly  attributed  to  eating  raw  mussels,  unless 
they  were  really  cases  of  Ptomaine  Poisoning , which  is 
not  an  unfrequent  result  of  eating  unsound  u shell  fish.” 
In  one  instance  the  notification  was  not  substantiated, 
and  was  subsequently  withdrawn.  Three  cases  in  two 
households  were  distinctly  traceable  to  social  intercourse 
with  antecedent  cases  in  the  town.  The  remaining 
cases  presented  something  of  an  epidemic  character,  and 
were  limited  to  streets  in  circumscribed  areas  of  the 
town,  including  York  Street  ; Stone  Street  ; New 
Street  ; Albert  Street,  New  Street  ; Abbey  Walk  ; 
Newmarket  Road  ; Sturton  Street  ; York  Terrace  ; and 
Norfolk  Street.  The  outbreak  may  be  divided  into  two 
periods  of  greatest  intensity.  The  first,  having  York 
Street  as  a focus,  began  at  the  end  of  June  and  con- 
tinued till  September  22,  and  was  due  to  specific  infection 
of  the  blocked  drains  in  the  combined  systems  which 
had  become  specifically  infected  by  a case,  which  had 
remained  unrecognised  some  time  before  the  date  of 
notification.  The  second,  having  York  Terrace  as  a 
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Infantile 

Diarrhoea. 


Measles, 

Whooping 

Cough. 


focus  began  on  October  9,  and  continued  until  No- 
vember 27,  had  its  initial  inception  from  the  previous 
infected  character  of  the  drains,  and  its  persistence  in 
the  neighbourhood  was  due  to  social  intercourse.  An 
exhaustive  report,  in  which  all  possible  sources  of 
infection — such  as  drainage,  food,  water,  etc.,  were 
discussed — was  communicated  to  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee and  made  the  basis  of  an  enquiry  by  a Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  on  December  23,  1897. 
Only  defective  internal  drainage,  which  had  become 
specifically  infected,  could  be  assigned  as  a cause.  The 
Local  Government  Board’s  remarks  have  not  vet  been 
communicated. 

There  has  been  a decided  increase  of  mortality 
from  Infantile  Diarrhoea , which,  as  stated  in  a previous 
paragraph,  caused  twenty-four  deaths.  The  distribution 
of  the  disease  as  to  locality  was  nearly  as  possible 
identical  with  that  of  previous  years,  the  disease  showing 
special  preference  for  the  gravel  terraces  crossing  the 
Borough  area  from  South  to  North,  which,  with  the 
combined  influence  of  organic  pollution  and  persis- 
tent high  temperature  of  the  ground,  are  now  generally 
recognised  as  potential  factors  determining  the  incidence 
of  this  disease.  A series  of  observations  of  ground 
temperature  on  the  different  geological  areas  of  the 
town  were  made  at  the  time,  in  order  to  test  the  presence 
of  high  ground  temperature,  with  a result  that  this 
ascertained  down  to  4ft.  was  found  to  be  higher  in  the 
,area  of  greatest  incidence  of  the  disease. 

Neither  Measles  nor  Whooping  Cough  have  been 
known  to  prevail  during  the  year. 

The  presence  of  Influenza  was  indicated  by  five 
deaths. 
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Subjoined  is  a monthly  record  of  disease  incidence 
of  the  year  : — 


Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Totals. 

January  

• ♦ « 

3 

I 

6 

• • • 

5 

15 

February 

... 

4 

I 

4 

I 

2 

12 

March  

. . . 

I 

2 

3 

6 

April  

I 

2 

2 

6 

May  

i 

I 

2 

8 

12 

T UNE 

2 

I 

I 

i 

c; 

J ^ 

July  

• • # 

• • « 

3 

3 

J 

6 

August 

I I 

2 

20 

i 

24. 

September  

4 

8 

7 

JT 

October  

4 

2 

12 

I 

2 

21 

November  

... 

2 

8 

. . . 

T 

2 

30 

December  

6 

2 

... 

7 

• • • 

• • * 

5 

20 

Totals... 

• • • 

52 

H 

• • • 

75 

I 

2 

42 

186 

14 


School 

Closures. 


Isolations. 


Small  Pox. 
Hospital. 


Summary  of  action  taken  to  limit  the  spread  of 

Infectious  Disease. 

Every  house  in  the  district  wherein  a case  of 
infectious  disease  has  appeared,  with  the  exception  only 
of  some  instances  of  Erysipelas  particularly  explained 
by  the  notifying  Medical  man,  has  been  visited  with  a 
view  to  elucidation  of  the  cause,  or  for  the  removal  of 
injuriously  operating  conditions. 

In  a very  large  number  of  instances  of  Typhoid 
Fever  invasion  the  defective  internal  drainage,  especially 
that  known  as  u combined  ” systems,  have  shown 
themselves  as  the  predominant,  if  not  the  sole  factor  of 
the  causation  of  its  appearance ; flushing  and  disinfecting 
were  the  measures  resorted  to  in  every  case  with  the 
best  results  in  staying  further  spread  of  this  disease. 
As  an  aid  to  this  procedure  the  public  sewers  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  flushed  and  disinfected  at  the  same 
time. 

The  following  Public  Elementary  Schools  have 

o J 

been  closed  on  account  of  Scarlatina  : St.  Philip’s 
Boys’,  and  Catharine  Street  Girls’  and  Infants’  Schools. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  four  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  and  five  cases  of  Erysipelas,  have  been 
treated  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital.  Forty-one  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  (seventy-nine  per  cent,  of  those 
notified),  three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  twenty-two 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

Adverting  to  my  last  year’s  report  as  to  the 
hazardous  position  of  the  ward  for  Small  Pox  on  the 
Hospital  site,  and  the  favourable  consideration  accorded 
thereto  by  the  Council,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  state 
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that  the  measure  therein  recommended  has  been  carried 
into  effect,  by  the  purchase  of  a large  area  of  land  on 
the  extreme  border  of  the  Town  at  a considerable 
distance  from  any  populous  district.  A Humphrey’s 
iron  hut  has  been  erected  on  this  site,  and  the  hut 
already  existing  on  the  Sanatorium  ground  will  be 

%r  cD  o 

removed  there  in  a short  time.  In  view  of  the  experi- 
ence of  a number  of  years,  this  provision  will  be  quite 
adequate  for  the  need  of  the  Town,  and  also  safe. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  a project  for 
extension  of  the  existing  Sanatorium  was  formu- 
lated by  the  Sanatorium  Committee,  and  has  been 
communicated  in  general  terms  to  the  Council  during 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year:  it  will  be  speci- 
fically discussed  at  a future  meeting.  The  need  for  this 
extension  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  Authority 
have  recently  undertaken  to  admit  cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  that  the  percentage  of  notified  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  admitted  is  steadily  increasing,  number- 
ing in  the  year  under  review  no  less  than  seventy- 
nine  per  cent. 

In  view  of  the  serious  epidemics  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
attributed  to  contamination  of  the  Water  Supply  at 
its  source,  at  the  towns  of  Maidstone  and  King’s  Lynn, 
I ventured  to  repeat  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  my 
anxiety  first  expressed  in  my  reports  for  the  years 
1884,  1885,  and  in  my  evidence  before  the  Inspector, 
who  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
conducted  the  enquiry  as  to  the  Sewerage  Scheme, 
December  1892,  pointing  out  what  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a potential  danger  to  the  Cambridge  System.  The 
Committee  have  taken  my  report  into  very  serious 
consideration,  and  are  still  actively  investigating  the 
question. 


Water 

Supply. 
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Tabular 

Indications. 


In  view  of  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at 
King’s  Lynn,  notice  in  the  public  newspapers  was  given, 
warning  the  public  against  eating  mussels  imported  from 
that  place  except  after  cooking. 

The  details  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  Table  III,  and  the 
localities  invaded  are  indicated  on  the  accompanying 
plan  of  the  town.  The  table  immediately  following 
furnishes  an  account  in  detail  of  the  work  of  disinfection  : 

Record  of  Disinfecting,  1897. 


No.  of  Articles  from  each  Disease. 

Scailet  F.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  F.  Puerperal  F.  Erysipelas. 

3104  503  979  L23  174 


Epithelioma. 

9 

Whooping  Cough. 

5 


Consumption. 


23 


Influenza. 

7 


Measles. 

70 


Cancer. 

9 

Peritonitis. 

24 


Mumps. 

16 

Miscellaneous. 

129 


Total. 

5,175 


No.  of  Separate  Stoving  195. 

Rooms  Fumigated. 

After 

Scarlet  F.  Typhoid  F.  Diphtheria.  Puerperal  F.  Erysipelas.  Influenza. 

119  '58  33  3 17  2 


Measles. 

9 


Mumps. 

4 


Consumption. 

2 

Total. 

248 


Peritonitis. 

1 


Cab  fumigated  after  conveyance  of  infected  persons 

Water-closets  disinfected 

Drains  disinfected  

Library  Books  disinfected  


35 

40 

20 
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Sanitary  Supervisions  and  inquiries  as  to  conditions 

injurious  to  health , with  result . 

Sanitary  improvements  have  been  effected  either 
by  diversion,  relaying,  or  ventilation  of  house  drains, 
in  consequence,  in  many  instances,  of  the  occurrence  of 
Typhoid  Fever  or  other  Infectious  Diseases  at  the 
following  places  : — Abbey  Road;  Adam  and  Eve  Row; 
Ainsworth  Street;  Alexandra  Street;  Albert  Street, 
New  Street;  Argyle  Street;  Bateman  Street;  Black- 
moor  Head  Yard,  Bridge  Street;  Brandon  Place; 
Brewhouse  Lane;  Brunswick  Place;  Cambridge  Place; 
City  Road;  Clarendon  Street;  Coronation  Street; 
Covent  Garden;  Downing  Place;  East  Road;  Eden 
Street;  Fair  Street;  Fitzroy  Street;  Flower  Street; 
George  Street;  Gloucester  Street;  Green  Street; 
Gwydir  Street;  Hills  Road;  James  Street;  Jesus 
Lane;  King  Street;  Kingston  Street;  Lensfield  Road; 
Lower  Park  Street;  Market  Street;  Melbourne  Place; 
Mill  Road;  Nelson  Street;  Newmarket  Road;  Newnham 
Terrace;  Norfolk  Street ; Norfolk  Terrace;  Petersfield; 
Post  Office  Terrace;  Queen’s  Street;  Rivar  Place; 
Russell  Street;  St.  Andrew’s  Terrace;  St.  Edward’s 
Passage;  St.  Matthew’s  Street;  Shelly  Row;  Silver 
Street;  Stone  Street;  Sturton  Street;  Terrace  Lane; 
Thompson’s  Lane;  Union  Road;  Vicarage  Terrace; 
Warkworth  Street ; Wellington  Passage;  Willow  Walk* 
York  Street. 

Additional  closet  accommodation  has  been  provided 
in  connection  with  seven  houses  Albert  Street,  New 
Street;  u Butcher’s  Arms,”  Newmarket  Road;  three 
houses  King’s  Court,  King  Street;  four  houses  New 
Street;  twelve  houses  Newmarket  Road;  three  houses 
Shelly  Row. 


Sanitary 

Improve- 

ments. 
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Unhealthy 

Dwellings. 


Flushing  apparatus  to  closets  has  been  provided 
to  houses  at  the  following  places: — Cambridge  Place; 
Gloucester  Street;  King’s  Court,  King  Street;  New 
Street ; Shelly  Row. 

A number  of  old  brick  and  tile  drains  have  been 
removed  in  connection  with  one  house  in  Adam  and 
Eve  Row  ; two  houses,  Ainsworth  Street  ; nine  houses, 
Albert  Street,  New  Street  ; one  house,  Bridge  Street  ; 
fourteen  houses,  Cambridge  Place  ; three  houses, 
Clarendon  Street  ; four  houses,  Coronation  Street  ; six 
houses,  Covent  Garden  ; one  house,  Downing  Place  ; 
two  houses,  East  Road  ; two  houses,  Gwydir  Street  ; 
nine  houses,  James  Street  ; three  houses,  Lensfield 
Road  ; two  houses,  Market  Street  ; one  house, 
Melbourne  Place  ; one  house,  Mill  Road  ; live  houses, 
New  Street  ; fifteen  houses,  Newmarket  Road  ; three 
houses,  Norfolk  Street  ; two  houses,  Norwich  Street  ; 
three  houses,  Panton  Street  ; house  and  schools, 
Russell  Street  ; one  house,  St.  Edward’s  Passage  ; 
five  houses,  St.  Matthew’s  Street  ; two  houses,  Silver 
Street  ; seven  houses,  Sturton  Street  ; two  houses, 
Thompson’s  Lane  ; one  house,  Union  Road  ; sixteen 
houses,  York  Street  ; and  glazed  pipe  drains  have  been 
substituted  in  each  instance. 

Receptacles  for  the  storage  of  manure  have  been 
constructed  as  required  by  the  bye-laws  in  Castle 
Street,  Coronation  Street,  Covent  Garden,  East  Road, 
Newmarket  Road,  Norfolk  Street,  and  Occupation 
Road,  and  others  which  were  found  in  a dilapidated 
condition,  or  not  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws,  have 
been  effectively  repaired  or  altered. 

Six  houses,  Albert  Street,  New  Street,  and  four 
houses,  Coven t,  Garden,  were  reported  as  being  filthy  : 
on  notice  from  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  the  premises 
were  cleansed. 
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Eight  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  satisfactorily  Overcrowding 
dealt  with  ; in  some  instances  by  removal  of  some 
members  of  the  family,  and  in  others  by  the  migration 
of  the  whole  family  to  a larger  dwelling. 

Owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply  to  Water  Supply 
twenty -two  houses  in  York  Terrace,  in  view  especially 
of  the  closets  being  hand-flushed,  a separate  service  was 
requested  for  each  house,  and  complied  with  by  the 
owner.  In  two  instances  where  there  was  no  supply  on 
the  premises,  and  one  where  the  water  was  found  to  be 
polluted,  a supply  from  the  Company’s  Main  has  been 
substituted. 


Sanitary  supervision  of  places  requiring 
regular  inspections . 

(1)  Factory  and  Workshops,  including  Laundries. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  Workshopg 
workshops  have  been  examined.  In  most  instances  the  etc* 
order  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  was  readily  complied 
with.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  defects 
observed  and  the  remedies  applied  : — 


Trade  Workshops. 

No. 

Defects  found  to  exist. 

Result  of  Action. 

Boot  Makers  ... 

5 

Uncleanliness  

Premises  cleansed 

Bookbinder 

i 

Uncleanliness  

Premises  cleansed 

Coach  Builders 

2 

i Dilapidated  W.C. 

Closet  repaired. 

i Filthy  W.C 

Closet  cleansed. 

Cycle  Works  ... 

2 

i Defective  closet  ... 

Closet  repaired. 

i No  proper  work- 

Workshop 
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Trade  Workshops. 

No. 

Defects  found  to  exist. 

Result  of  Action. 

Electric  Light 
Companies... 

Laundries 

2 

l18 

i No  closet  accom- 
modation 

1 Stable  under  work- 
shop 

14  Uncleanliness  ... 

In  hand  by  the 
Sanitary  Com- 
mittee. 

No  action  taken. 

Premises  cleansed 

2 Defective  drains  ... 

Drains  repaired. 

1 Refuse  in  yard 

Refuse  removed. 

1 Overcrowding 

Overcrowding 

abated. 

Milliner 

i 

No  proper  workroom 

Workroom 

provided. 

Printers 

Defective  closet 

Closet  repaired. 

Robe  Maker  ... 

i 

Defective  trap  to 

W.C. 

W.C.  repaired. 

Stain  Glass 

Works... 

i 

Filthy  W.  C.,  no 
urinal,  and  uncleanli- 
ness 

W.C.  cleansed, 
Urinal  provided 
and  premises 
cleansed. 

Sack  Maker 

i 

Uncleanliness  

Premises  cleansed 

Tailors 

13 

9 Uncleanliness 

Premises  cleansed 

1 Walls  and  floors 
damp 

Walls  concreted 
and  new  floors 
provided. 

1 

2 Overcrowding 

Overcrowding 

abated. 

1 Filthy  W.C 

W.C.  cleansed 

Ventilation 

provided. 

Upholsterers  ... 

1 

Milling  room  badly 
ventilated 

21 


(2)  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Seven  milk  purveyors  have  been  placed  upon  the 
register  during  the  year.  All  dairies,  cowsheds,  and 
milk  shops  have  been  inspected  according  to  regular 
periods,  and  cleansing,  limewashing,  and  new  receptacles 
ordered  and  duly  carried  out. 


Dairies, 
Cow-sheds,  & 
Milkshops. 


(3)  Canal  Boats. 

Report  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts , 1877-84 , 
as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board , and 
communicated  to  the  Board. 

“ (1)  The  arrangements  made  are  that  the  Chief  canal  Boats. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  been  appointed,  without 
special  remuneration,  to  inspect  the  Canal  Boats  plying 
in  the  District. 

u (2)  The  Boats  plying  in  this  District  belong 
generally  to  the  Eastern  Navigation  Company.  Twelve 
inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  eight 
boats  plying  in  the  district  ; all  the  boats  inspected, 
except  in  three  instances,  have  complied  with  the  regu- 
lations required  by  the  Acts. 

u(3)  In  two  instances  the  Boats  were  without 
proper  water  vessels,  and  in  one  the  Master  failed  to 
produce  his  certificate  when  requested,  and  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  Boats  required  re-numbering  and  re- 
lettering. There  were  no  women  or  children  on  board 
any  of  the  Boats,  and  no  case  of  infection  has  been 
notified  or  traced. 

u (4)  In  regard  to  the  Boats  unprovided  with 
water  vessels  and  requiring  re-numbering  and  re-letter- 
ing, written  notices  to  provide  such  water  vessels  and 
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Slaughter- 
houses, etc. 


Food 

Inspection. 


requiring  re-lettering  and  re-numbering  were  served 
upon  the  owners  ; and  with  regard  to  the  Master  who 
failed  to  produce  his  certificate,  verbal  notice  was  given 
to  produce  the  certificate  on  the  next  occasion,  The 
requirements  stated  in  the  Notices  have  been  complied 
with. 

u (5)  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken 
during  the  year.” 

(4)  Slaughterhouses,  Knackers,  and  other 

Offensive  Trades. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  of  for  a 
new  private  Slaughtering  Establishment.  It  is  in  my 
opinion  unfortunate  that,  in  the  absence  of  a municipal 
Slaughterhouse,  there  should  be  a numerical  increase  of 
private  establishments  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

All  the  existing  Slaughterhouses  have  been  periodi- 
cally inspected,  and  in  several  instances  defects  have 
been  discovered,  which,  on  notice,  have  been  remedied. 
The  occupiers  gave  ready  compliance  to  the  notice  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Two  nuisances  have  occurred  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  pig-keeping  contrary  to  the  bye-laws  ; in 
each  instance  the  nuisance  has  been  abated  on  notice 
from  the  Inspectors. 

Food  Inspection. 

On  March  13th,  a quantity  of  apples  were  seized 
in  the  Cambridge  Market  and  destroyed. 

On  March  19th,  a large  quantity  of  herrings  was 
seized  and  destroyed. 

On  April  3rd,  one  basket,  one  skep,  and  one  flat  of 
apples,  and  twelve  oranges  were  seized  in  the  Cambridge 
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Market,  and  after  examination  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  were  ordered  by  a Justice  to  be  destroyed. 

On  June  8th,  seven  hundred  mackerel  were  seized 
at  the  Railway  Station,  and  after  examination  were 
ordered  by  a Justice  to  be  destroyed. 

On  August  6th,  twelve  boxes  of  kippers  were 
seized,  and  after  examination  were  ordered  by  a Justice 
to  be  destroyed. 

On  September  8th,  one  flat  of  apples  and  four 
dozen  lemons  were  seized  and  destroyed. 

On  September  25th,  eighteen  mackerel  were  seized 
at  Newmarket  Road,  and  after  examination  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  ordered  by  a Justice  to 
be  destroyed. 

On  October  16th,  three  dozen  tomatoes  were  seized 
and  destroyed. 

On  December  14th,  one  peck  of  apples  was  seized 
and  destroyed. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1875. 

Copy  of  the  Reports  of  the  Public  Analyst  for 
the  Borough  of  Cambridge  upon  the  articles  analysed 
by  him  under  the  above  Act  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1897:  — 


Samples. 

By  whom  submitted. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

I Coffee 

i Lard  > 

i Pepper, 

Inspector  Taylor  . . 

All  samples  were 

genuine. 

5 Milks. . 

Inspector  Steam 

Four  samples  were 
genuine,  and  one  was 
adulterated  with  not 
less  than  thirteen  per 
cent,  of  added  water. 

Proceedings  were 
taken  against  the 
owner  of  the  adult- 
erated sample,  and 
a fine  of  ios.  and 
£ i os.  6d.  costs  was 
inflicted. 

8 Milks.. 

Inspectors  Taylor 

and  Stearn . , ' 

All  the  samples  were 
genuine,  but  one  sam- 
ple was  of  very  poor 
quality. 

3 » 
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APPENDIX, 


Report  on  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

On  account  of  the  increased  number  of  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  the  inability  of  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital  to  accommodate  more  than  their  average 
number,  No.  4 Ward,  which  had  been  specially  reserved 
for  another  purpose,  was  assigned  for  the  reception  of 
Typhoid  Fever  cases. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  admission 
and  discharges  during  the  year  appearing  in  the 
Hospital  books,  and  extracted  for  me  by  the  Matron  : — 

Patients  remaining  in  Hospital  on  Dec.  3J,  1896  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  6 


Patients  admitted  during  the  year  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  41 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  22 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 


Total 


66 


Patients  discharged  during  the  year  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  34 

Typhoid  Fever  . ...  15 
Diphtheria  ...  ...  2 


Total 


51 


Died.  Typhoid  Fever  1 

Patients  remaining  in  Hospital,  Dec  31,  1837  : 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Typhoid  Fever 
Diphtheria 

T otal 


13 

6 

1 

20 


A.  L.  died  from  Typhoid 
Hospital  sixty  days. 


after  being:  in 


Fever 


Cambridge  Urban  Sanitary  District 


TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  Annual  Birtli  and  Death  Rates,  Death  Rates  of  Children,  and 
Proportion  of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  a Thousand  Deaths  for  the 

Year  1897  and  10  Years  preceding. 


In  the 
Year. 

Birth  Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Population. 

Corrected  Dth. 
Rate  per  1000 
of  the  Popula- 
tion. 

Deaths  of  Child 
ren  under  1 yr. 
per  1000  of  Reg 
istered  Births. 

Deaths  of  Child 
ren  under  1 yr. 

per  1000  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  of  Child 
ren  under  5 yr. 

per  1000  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  in  Pub. 
Institutions  ■ 
per  1000  of 
Total  Deaths. 

1897 

1887 

23-6 

12  7 

133  1 

227  + 

294  •!• 

247  + 

..  25-6  . 

16-6 

138 

196 

327 

157 

1888 

24-4 

14-5 

122 

195  

303 

148 

1889 

25-1  .. 

13-9 

113 

. . 204 

318 

182 

1890 

22  5.  . 

16-0  

143 

191  

313 

187 

1891 

26-9  ... 

...  17-0 

134 

209 

281 

195 

1892 

..25-2 

17-4 

153 

210 

259 

142 

1893 

25-7  .. 

16-9 

174 

. ...  256 

325 

150 

1891 

24-3 

14-8 

127 

197 

284  .. 

187 

1895 

24-7 

14-8 

146 

226 

285 

173 

1896 

23  6 

14-1  

121 

196  . 

257 

189 

Average 
of  10  yrs. 
1887-1896 

24-8.. 

15-6  

, ..  137  

208  . 

295 

171 

+ The  values  in  these  columns  are  expressed  in  round  numbers  ; and  in  order  to 
bring  them  into  relation  with  those  corresponding  to  them  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Reports  are  not 
corrected  for  Deaths  of  non-residents. 


Area  and  Population  of  the 
District  or  Division  to  which 
this  Eeturn  relates. 

Area  in  Acres,  3,278. 

Population  (1891),  36,983. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  Completed  in  the  year  1897. 


Miscellaneous. 
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Table  of  Population , Births , and  of  Now  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897,  in  the 

Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Cambridge ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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